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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
The Negro, as part of the genetic grouping of mankind, has been 
the center of discussion for several generations, particularly in the 
southeastern part of the United States where the Negro was utilized 
primarily to enhance the economic status of a predominately “white 
society". Many volumes have been filled with information depicting 
the hardships of the Negro in various states and the nation prior to 
the Civil War. However, the Negro in Floyd County, Georgia has gone 
unnoticed, or has been discussed on a limited "basis dealing with 
certain aspects or incidents about him in general works or short arti¬ 
cles. 
The purpose of this study is to focus attention on the Negro in 
Floyd County from its beginning in 1832 to i860. An effort has been 
made to acquaint the reader with various laws which were instituted 
for regulating activities of Negroes—both slave and free—during the 
period under examination. The writer of this study is primarily in¬ 
terested in the social, political, and economic role of the Negro in 
this county. 
The importance of this study lies in the fact that it is the 
first study that has been done on the Negro in Floyd County. It is 
significant for the type of research which involved the use of county 
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records, city ordinances, will books, unpublished census schedules and 
other materials. 
A study of this sort, which involves only one county, presents 
many limitations. It is limited by the lack of materials available in 
the county. Then, too, many primary sources which deal with all aspects 
of social interaction in the society are not available. They have 
either been lost or destroyed through the years. However, enough infor¬ 
mation is available to treat the principal features of the subject. 
Information obtained from Will Books, Minutes of the Inferior Court 
validate this conviction. 
The Acts of the Georgia Assembly, county records, manuscript cen¬ 
sus schedules for 181|0, 18£0 and i860 proved to be useful primary 
material. Secondary sources, such as Ralph B. Flanders, Plantation 
Slavery in Georgia, and Lewis C. Gray, History of Agriculture in the 
Southern United States to i860 were also useful. 
CHAPTER II 
BRIEF HISTORY OF ROME AND FLOYD COUNTY, GEORGIA 
Floyd County was the eighty-second county to be created in the 
state of Georgia. It was created from Cherokee County in 1832, and 
was named for General John Floyd, the celebrated Indian fighter. It 
lies in the northern part of the state and is bounded on the north and 
northwest by Chattooga County, on the east by Gordon and Bartow, on 
the south by Polk, and on the west by the state of Alabama. The Etowah 
and the Oostanaula Rivers, which enter the county at the east and north, 
unite at Rome to form the Coosa River that flows westward and enters 
Alabama. 
Floyd County, and its county seat of Rome, stands sixth in Georgia 
in the number of industrial employees and ninth in the state in retail 
sales. Over 10,33U employees form the labor force in the 123 plus 
industries that manufacture such items as furniture, boats, floating 
boat houses, caskets, feed, flour, jewelry, bricks, corrugated boxes, 
paperboard, lumber, mattresses, chenile products, barbecue grills, 
textiles, yarn and cloth, fertilizer, chemicals, aluminum extrusions, 
hand trucks, clay products and variety of other products. 
^Rome, Georgia Chamber of Commerce, Rome-Floyd County, 1966. 
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Goods manufactured in Rome and Floyd County move to spots all over 
the globe by truck, train, air and water. Highways serving Rome are 
United States Highways 27 and 1*11. Georgia Highways 1, 20, £3, 101, 
and 3Uh connect with county roads and feed into all main arteries of 
traffic. Eastern Airlines serves Rome with flights daily at Russell 
Field, seven miles north of Rome. Two railroads, the Central of Georgia 
and Southern, and twenty-eight freight lines serve the area with eleven 
having terminals in Rome. Rome is served by a municipally owned and 
operated transit system. 
Rome is the financial center of northwest Georgia. Its three com¬ 
mercial banks showed combined assets of over $U6 million and deposits 
of over $U7 million on December 31, 1963. 
Recreation is provided at five golf courses and three country clubs, 
ten swimming pools including a municipal pool, one bowling center, two 
miniature golf courses, two downtown and three drive-in theatres, lighted 
tennis courts, the Memorial Gymnasium and lighted baseball and softball 
diamonds. 
In addition to the public schools, Floyd County has institutions 
of higher learning that have earned national reputation. City and 
county systems housed in modern buildings have fifteen of the schools 
listed as accredited.^* 
Rome is equal-distance from Atlanta, Georgia and Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. According to the I960 census, Floyd County had a population 
of 69,130, of whom 9,9lU were Negroes. In the city of Rome, proper, 
^■Ibid . 
5 





During the period os slavery Negro family life was precarious 
indeed for it depended entirely on the policies of the master. Slave 
owners believed the Negro was a vested interest, therefore, he was 
affected by state laws only by the owner's consent.On their own 
estates they made the laws, enforced them, and interpreted them. 
Generally Negroes from the same African tribes were sold sep¬ 
arately in America so as to lessen the problem of insurrection. Thus 
the new slave found himself initiated into a new situation where he 
was a stranger and where his native way of life was foreign not only 
£ 
to his new master, but to his fellow slaves as well. 
Southerners defended the institution of slavery not merely as a 
"necessary evil" but as a "positive good". They argued that (1) slavery 
was sanctioned in the Bible, (2) the prosperity of the South depended 
upon slave labor for cotton production, (3) freeing the slaves would 
endanger the lives of white Southerners, (k) the Negroes were better off 
as slaves in the South than as savages in Africa, and (5) the South 
treated its Negro slaves better than the North treated its factory workers. 
^■Ulrich B. Phillips, The Course of the South to Secession (New York, 
1939), p. 125. 
^E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro Family in the United States (New York, 
191*8), pp. 5-7. 
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Agriculture was the backbone of southern economy, and the pro¬ 
duction of cotton was of utmost importance. Cotton was hailed as king 
of southerners, and they claimed that the country's wealth was derived 
from the production of it. This economic way of life gave birth to 
the rise of the plantation system and the development of the institu¬ 
tion of slavery. Slavery played an important role in helping to shape 
the social, political, and economic development of Floyd County. Large 
and small farmers owned slaves and were greatly influenced by the 
institution. 
When the colony of Georgia was started in 1732, the Trustees 
decided that slavery should be prohibited. The mutual agreement was 
that "if any person or persons shall by any means whatsoever employ any 
Negro or other slave in the Indian County, /Seorgi^. . • fh.%7 shall 
for every such offence forfeit the sum of fifteen pounds Sterling ...."^ 
Later, this idea was expressed in a law, passed by the Parliament in 
March of 1733, which stated that "after the 2l*th of June, 173$, every 
person who shall import or bring into the colony of Georgia any Negro 
shall be fined fifty pounds Sterling. 
This restriction was imposed more for economic reasons than for 
humanitarian motives. It was believed that since Georgia was to be 
settled by the debtor class, they would be financially unable to purchase 
■^Allen D. Candler (comp.), The Colonial Records of the State of 
Georgia (Atlanta, 1909-191$), I, l;0-hl. Hereinafter referred to as 
(Colonial Records. 
2Ibid., p. $0. 
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slaves; slave labor would rob the whites of the desire to work for 
themselves, and their time would be spent in an attempt to keep the 
slaves at work. It was also feared that the runaway Negro slaves night 
join forces with the Spaniards to the South and return to destroy the 
planters. Finally, it was believed that since Georgia was to become a 
silk producing colony, women and children could supply the necessary 
labor supply.^ The prohibition of slavery was very unusual, because all 
of the other twelve colonies held Negroes in slavery. Most of these 
colonies appeared to be in a prosperous condition, a state of affairs 
which prompted the Georgians to begin requesting slaves. Repeated re¬ 
quests led to the repeal, in 17l*9, of the law that prohibited slavery. 
It was believed that this action would be for the benefit of the colo¬ 
nists and would encourage the inhabitants to try to reach a more 
desirable economic status.^ Whereas Georgia, prior to 171*9, had been 
the only one of the original thirteen colonies which had prohibited the 
introduction of Negroes, she now followed the example of the other 
Southern colonies.3 
Meanwhile, in 1793, an enterprising Connecticut Tankee, Eli Whitney, 
invented the cotton gin. This machine made production of short-staple 
cotton extremely profitable, thus tying the South's economy to cotton. 
•'■Ralph B* Flanders, Plantation Slavery in Georgia (Chapel Hill, 
1933) pp. 7-8. 
^Colonial Records, I, £7. 
^David M. Potter, Jr., "The Rise of the Plantation System in Georgia," 
The Georgia Historical Quarterly, VI (June, 1932), 111*-35. 
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Southern plantations grew rapidly In size and number, and the South 
became dependent upon slave labor* Thus, while slavery was declining 
In the rest of the country, It was Increasing In the Southern states* 
The number of slave owning Southerners was never large (probably less 
than five per cent of the white population). However, by the time 
Floyd County was formed in 1832, these slave owning Southerners domi¬ 
nated the South socially, economically and politically. This was true 
basically for two principal reasons. First, the great majority of the 
staple crops was produced on plantations employing slave labor, thus 
giving the owners an influence all out of proportion to their members* 
Second, there was the hope on the part of most of the non-slaveholders 
that they would some day become owners of slaves. Consequently, they 
took on the habits and patterns of thought of the slaveholders before 
they actually joined that select class. 
While slaves were concentrated in the areas where the staple crops 
were produced on a large scale, in Floyd County they were largely on 
what might be considered small plantations. That is, in comparison 
with slaveowners throughout the South who owned 100 or more slaves, 
the bulk of them were owned by small farmers. However, it was generally 
believed that from thirty to sixty Negroes constituted a profitable 
agricultural unit. There were a few plantations in Floyd County that 
had what night be considered a satisfactory working force as revealed 
in the following tables. 
TABLE 1 




















N. Bafs 2,681* 1,785 $1*2,000 $1,500 161 150 1,000 
William 
Montgomery 1*00 1,260 $30,000 $3,588 36 5oo 
G. V. Harris 150 330 $12,000 $ 200 70 
Edward Ware 5oo 1,300 $30,000 $2,785 26 
Daniel R, 
Mitchell 600 i*,000 $1*0,000 $3,000 100 
John P, Eva 35 125 $12,000 $1,1*00 1*8 5oo 
John Rush 300 1,1*00 $16,000 $1,700 8 6oo 
Charles A, 
Wheeler 270 380 $11*, 000 $ 800 7 30 300 
Alvin Dean 11*0 660 $15,000 $ 850 1* 100 
Table 1 shows a sample of Property Appraisement for the Year 1850 on nine of the larger plantations 
of Floyd County as recorded, 
aBased on Property Appraisements for 1850. At the Georgia Department of Archives and History, 
Atlanta, 
TABLE 1 (CONTINUED) 
PROPERTY APPRAISEMENT OF FLOYD COUNTY, 1850 
Owner 
Butter 











Bee Wax & 
Honey,Lbs. of 
N. Bafs 800 125 
William 
Montgomery 700 30 1*,000 600 
G. V. Harris i 100 25 200 15 
Edward Ware $00 73 1*,000 250 30 1*00 150 600 
Daniel R. 
Mitchell 20 1*2 1*,000 200 500 50 16 
John P. Eva 1*00 21* 3,000 300 20 50 100 
John Rush 600 33 1,250 300 12 1*00 
Charles A. 
Wheeler 175 31 1,500 15 60 23 
Alvin Dean $2 33 2,000 
TABLE 2 















A1 Bafs 2,313 6,228 $72,005 $11*, 385 339 1*67 1,252 
William 
Montgomery 500 1,200 $18,000 $ 2,500 10 5oo 
Joseph Watters 350 2,000 $20,000 $ 2,100 1*0 130 200 
Edward Johnson 300 800 $10,000 $ 1,600 30 100 30 
Thomas C. Ayer 900 960 $30,000 $ i*,520 120 300 200 
John A.' Johnson 355 1,800 $12,1^00 $ 2,550 71 120 25 
Thomas E. Williams 800 800 $20,000 $ 2,275 92 20 3 
Jerry Isbell 330 330 $10,000 $ 2,000 55 
E. W. Harris 160 375 $10,000 $ 788 25 100 50 
George W. F. Lampkin 1*00 1*55 $13,000 $ 2,500 9 100 
Table 2 shews a sample Property Appraisement for the Year i860 on ten of the larger plantations of 
Floyd County. 
aBased on Property Appraisement for i860. At the Georgia Department of Archives and History, Atlanta. 
TABLE 2 (CONTINUED) 
PROPERTY APPRAISEMENT OF FLOYD COUNTY, i860 
Owner 
Butter 









Irish Bee Wax 
of Potatoes & Honey 
Bushel of Lbs. of 
Tobacco 
Lbs. of 
N. Bafs 150 125 14,993 541 3,884 168 40 
William 
Montgomery 
500 67 3,500 300 225 700 100 
Joseph Watters 200 37 2,000 100 200 600 100 
Edward Johnson 5o 33 1,000 20 5 165 10 50 
Thomas C« Ayer 300 34 4,500 4oo 950 
John A. Johnson 100 36 2,000 200 10 600 
Thomas E. 
Williams 300 39 5,000 200 1,600 30 
Jerry Isbell 8o 22 1,200 1,000 45o 
E. W. Harris 100 77 3,000 25 5oo 50 
George W. F* 
Lampkin 150 30 2,200 100 130 5 
12 
TABLE 3 
POPULATION OF FLOYD COUNTY, 181*0-1860® 
181*0 1850 i860 
White 3,165 5,202 9,269 
Free Negroes 5 1* 13 
Slaves 1,271 2,999 5,913 
Total 5,1*1*1 8,205 15,195 
TABLE 1* 
POPULATION OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA, l8!*0-l860b 
181*0 1850 i860 
White 1*07,695 521,572 591,588 
Free Negroes 2,753 2,931 ' 3,500 
Slaves 280,91*1* 381,682 1*62,198 
Total 691,392 906,185 1,057,286 
The combined totals of Slaves and Free Negroes never exceeded the total 
White population in Floyd County. In 181*0 there were 1,887 more whites than 
Negroes, while in 1850 there were 2,199 more whites than Negroes. In i860 
there were 3,31*3 more whites than Negroes. 
Table 3 shows the population of Floyd County from 181*0 to i860, and 
Table 1* shows the population of the State of Georgia forthe same period. 
aBased on U. S. Census Returns l81*0-l860. At the Georgia Department of 




POPULATION OF FLOYD COUNTY, GE0RGIA-18U08 
MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
Total White 1,06U 1,601 3,160 
Total Free Colored k 1 0 




POPULATION OF FLOYD COUNTY, GEORGIA-l80Ob 
MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
Total White 2,781 2,ii21 0,202 
Total Free Colored 3 1 u 
Total Slaves 1,U1*8 
TABLE 7 
1,501 2,999 
POPULATION CF FLOYD COUNTY, GE0RGIA-l860c 
MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
Total White 1|,812 it, 1*07 9,269 
Total Free Colored 7 6 13 
Total Slaves 2,923 2,990 0,913 
10,190 
Tables 0, 6, and 7 show the population of Floyd County from 18^0 to 
i860 by race and sex. 
aBased on U. S. Census Returns I81|0-l860. At the Georgia Department of 
Archives and History, Atlanta. 
bIbld. 
cIbid. 
If slaves were a burden they were also a blessing. The question 
of whether slavery was economically sound or profitable is still 
unanswered. According to Ulrich B. Phillips, slavery was profitable. 
He believed that it was "fairly certain by the close of the l850*s, 
that no slave holders but those few whose plantations lay in the advan¬ 
tageous parts of the cotton and sugar districts and whose managerial 
abilities were exceptionally great were earning anything beyond what 
could cover their maintenance and carrying charges.To the contrary, 
Lewis C. Gray maintained that "far from being a decrepit institution, 
the economic motives for the continuance of slavery from the standpoint 
of the employer were never so strong as in the years prior to the Civil 
War."2 There are many others who felt and believed that slavery was 
profitable to the whole South.^ 
In Floyd County efficient management largely determined whether 
slavery was profitable. The evidence now available suggests that on 
the small plantations there was very little absentee ownership, the 
harsh overseer was less frequently employed, and contacts between masters 
and slaves were often more numerous and intimate. Undoubtedly in many 
cases these conditions tended to make the treatment of the Negroes less 
harsh and the system less rigid. However, at times the lower educational 
^Ulrich B. Phillips, American Negro Slavery (New York, 1918), pp. 
391-92. 
^Lewis C. Gray, History of Agriculture in the Southern States to 
i860 (Washington, 1933)* I, h76. 
•a 
•'Alfred H. Conrad and John R. Meyers, "The Economics of Slavery 
in the Ante-Bellum South," The Journal of Political Economy, LXVI 
(April, 1958), 95-122. 
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and cultural level and the insecure social status of the small slave¬ 
holders had an unfavorable effect upon their racial attitudes. 
Sometimes the material needs of the slaves were provided for more 
adequately on the larger plantations than they were on the smaller ones. 
Some masters, regardless of the size of their plantations were more 
generous, or less frugal, in times of economic prosperity than they were 
in times of economic depression. The treatment of the slaves probably 
varied with the state of the master’s health, with the vicissitudes of 
his domestic relations, and with the immediate or subsequent impact of 
alcoholic beverages upon his personality. It would be logical to suspect, 
and there is evidence that this was the case, that masters did not treat 
all their slaves alike, that, being human, they developed personal ani¬ 
mosities for some and personal affections for others. 
Following are a few sample cases of slaveholders wills that would 
reflect their feelings toward their Negroes. If the will of John Eason, 
recorded on August 25, 1850, accurately reflects his feelings, then he 
was prepared to dispose of slaves regarded by his executors as trouble¬ 
some. 
If any of my Negroes become ungovernable and my executors 
think it best to sell them and put out the money in safe banks 
and good secufity they are authorized to do so.*- 
On the other hand, the will of Benjamin Bobo, recorded on May 22, 1852, 
does reflect personal affection for his Negro girl Amey. 
■^Floyd County, Court of Ordinary, Wills, Vol. A, 1850-1861, p. U»8. 
Wills on file in the Floyd County Courthouse, Rome, Georgia. 
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I bequeath to my Negro girl Amey about sixteen years old 
one cow and calf such as she may choose from all my stock of 
cattle and also six pigs such as she may choose from my stock of 
hogs and two lambs such as she may choose from my flock of sheep 
and so much of the household and kitchen furniture as may be 
necessary for her comfort.1 
In the same respect, the will of Benjamin Baker, recorded on 
January 7, 1852, reflects his personal feeling for his Negroes and his 
desire for his family to maintain its economic security. 
1st. I bequeath to Sarah, Negro woman about twenty five 
years old and Negro boy Randat, about seventeen years old, one 
cow and calf, and good feather bed and furniture. 
2nd. I bequeath to William S. Simmons—Negro woman Dinah 
about 27, my Negro boy of yellow complexition known by the 
name of little Bob. 
3rd. I bequeath to Granddaughter Amanda William my Negro 
girl Martha about eight years old. 
Uth. I bequeath to son John my Negro boy Joe about seven 
years old. 
5th. I bequeath to son Joshusia my Negro boy Henry about 
nineteen years old. 
6th. I bequeath to daughter Nilly Simmons my Negro man 
Bob about forty years old. 
7th. I will and desire that my Executor hereafter to be 
appointed to sell my Negro boy Jerry and divide the money 
arriving therefrom equally among the heirs of the body of my 
deceased daughter Annie Williams and also one hundred and 
fifty dollars of the money arriving from the sale of my other 
Negroes given off in the above bequest. 
8th. I will and desire that at the death of my beloved 
wife the Negroes and other property willed to her during life 
be sold and the money arising from said sale be divided equally 
among my formal heirs as above mentioned.2 
The fact that some planters made fortune while others failed, that 
the profits were painfully low in times of economic depression, merely 
demonstrates that the slave-plantation system had many striking simi- 
llbid., p. 500. 
2Floyd County, Court of Ordinary, Wills, Vol. A, 1850-1861, p. 502. 
Wills on file in the Floyd County Courthouse, Rome, Georgia. 
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larities to the factory system based on private capitalist production* 
But unlike the factory owners of the North who could hire and fire at 
will, the Southern plantation owners were required to maintain their 
slaves before and long after they were useful units of production. 
The planting, cultivation, and picking of cotton required little skill, 
but a great deal of time. Men, women, and children could be used, 
though it is to be doubted if the very young and the very old were of 
any real value to the plantation. In 1850, Micajah Mayo had seventeen 
slaves but eight of them were ten years or younger, one man Anthony 
seventy years of age, one woman Linda fifty years of age, four women 
and three men between the ages of thirty to seventeen.In 1857, on 
the plantation of Hollis Cooley there were twenty Negroes, four Negro 
males from fifty-four to forty-seven years of age, eight Negro females 
from forty-five to eighteen years of age, and eight female children 
ages ten to young child.2 In 1859, on the plantation of Francis Irwin 
there were sixty-one Negroes, but thirty-five were from thirteen years 
of age to one month.3 
From an economic point of view, the practice of slavery was open 
to question because of the financial risk involved. Slaves had to be 
fed, clothed, housed and worked. Their illnesses had to be treated 
^•Inventory and Appraisement of the Estate of Micajah Mayo, January 
19, 1850, p. 36. Record on file in the Floyd County Courthouse, Rome 
Georgia. 
Inventory and Appraisement of the Property real and personal of 
Hollis Cooley, June 26, 1857, p. 191. Record on file in the Floyd 
County Courthouse, Rome, Georgia. 
^Inventory and Appraisement of Property of Francis Irwin, March U, 
1859, p. 77. Record on file in the Floyd County Courthouse, Rome, Georgia. 
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and their conduct regulated. As property, slaves were subject to price 
fluctuations based on the economic law of supply and demand. There were 
four factors to consider in determining the value of a slave: age, sex, 
health, and skill. 
The average value of slaves in Floyd County was about $651.70. 
However, the following tables (8 and 9) will indicate that slave prices 
remained about the same during the 181*01 s. 
TABLE 8 
I. INVENT CRT AND SALE OF NEGROES BELONGING TO YOUNG ALLEN. SALE ON THE 
FIFTH OF SEPTEMBER l81*3a 
BUYER SLAVE AND NAME PRICE 
Monroe Shropshire 1 Negro man Andrew $ 331.00 
D. R. Mitchell 1 Negro woman and child 360.00 
D. R. Mitchell 1 Negro boy Ransom 150.00 
R. D. Rambo 1 Negro man Aron 333.00 
R. D. Rambo 1 Negro girl Rosa 201.00 
Harrison Camp 1 Negro woman and child 21*5.00 
Gilbert Wilson 1 Negro boy Jerry 131.00 
Young W. Allen 1 Negro girl Rossetta 
TABLE 9 
351.00 
II. INVENTORY OF THE SALE OF THE NEGROES BELONGING TO THE ESTATE OF 
ANDREW A. COBB (DECEASED) SOLD ON THE 6TH DAY OF JANUARY, l81*6b 
BUYER SLAVE PRICE 
C. Norris Lucy $ 38i*.00 
John Dodd Frank 360.00 
Joseph Watters Jerry 305.00 
James Ellis Adam 283.00 
William G. Miles Aron and Milford 291.00 
Alford Buffington Alford 370.00 
Mrs. Cobb Silver 50.00 
Mrs. Cobb Nally 1*70.00 
$2,513.00 
aFloyd County Court of Ordinary, Inventories and Appraisements, 
Book A, 181*2-1852, p. 20. Cases which involved slaves and free Negroes 
were heard in this court. 
bIbid., p. 1*1. 
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Table 10 gives an indication of the cost of slaves in 1850 
TABLE 10 
INVENTOR! AND APPRAISEMENT OF NEGROES BELONGING TO I. N. REYNOLDS. 
SALE ON THE 1ST OF NOVEMBER l853.a 
SLAVE PRICE 
1 Woman Molly $ 500.00 
1 Man Dick 1,000.00 
1 Man Spence 1,100.00 
1 Woman Sarah 1,000.00 
1 Woman Lilah 900.00 
1 Woman Tilda 900.00 
1 Woman Anna 900.00 
1 Woman Eliza 900.00 
1 Girl Carline 800.00 
1 Girl Drusha 600.00 
1 Girl Sophana 600.00 
1 Girl Hullah 600.00 
aIbid., p. 59. 
$9,80b.ÔÔ 
Table 11 gives an indication of the cost of slaves in i860.* 
TABLE 11 
LIST OF THE SALE OF THE PROPERTY OF FRANCIS IRWIN. SOLD 
TUESDAY DECEMBER 1*TH l860a 
PROPERTY SOLD PURCHASER COST 
1. Nancy John F. Irwin $ 500.00 
2. Adaline Jacob Wyse Wo.oo 
3. Vinne John F. Irwin 880.00 
h. Vilus John I. Huggins 1,065.00 
5. Martha N. F. Hawkins 650.00 
6. Catharine John I. Huggins 1,110.00 
7. Mary John F. Irwin 1,055.00 
8. Alick John I. Huggins 1,050.00 
9. Ann John F. Irwin 935.00 
10. David William Ramey 905.00 
11. Henry & his wife Mary, Ferdinand Phinzy 1,890.00 
his two children Narcissa 
and William 
12. Caroline John F. Irwin 1,255.00 
13. Felix J. S. McCarver 1,160.00 
lit. Saline & 2 children, Junius Smith 1,375.00 
infant and Jimmy 
15. Milton John I. Huggins 630.00 
16. Josephine John I. Huggins 620.00 
17. Sidney John I. Huggins 755.00 
18. Tyler Joel A. Huggins 1,315.00 
19. Tom Joel A. Huggins 1,510.00 
20. Jordon Joel A. Huggins 875.00 
21. Abner & his wife, John I. Huggins 2,520.00 
Sarah, and 3 children, 




Under the law a slave had no right to enter into a binding legal 
contract such as marriage, nor did he have a right to his own children. 
Actual practice, however, varied tremendously. Evidence indicated on 
the Francis Irwin Estate (as shown on Table 11) that slave families 
were sold as units rather than as individuals. 
The records will show that some planters bred their slaves much 
as they would breed their livestock, but at the other extreme there 
were some who had their house slaves married in the church with a 
regular ceremony and attempted to protect the marriage thus formed by 
allowing and encouraging the pair to live together or at least to visit 
each other often (where they lived on different plantations). Between 
these two extremes every conceivable variety of ceremony or lack of 
ceremony existed. In some cases slaves who wanted to enter a more or 
less permanent union were married by the master, in some situations 
they simply began to live together in the same house, in still others 
there was a "jumping over the broom" ceremony where the couple jumped 
over a common broom together and were considered married.1 Another 
interesting ceremony was described in this manner. "The man would go 
to the cabin of the woman whom he desired, would roast peanuts in the 
ashes, place them on a stool between her and himself, and while eating, 
propose marriage. If the man was accepted, the couple retired to his 
cabin immediately and they were regarded as man and wife."^ In every 
^Old Slave Schedules on file at the Georgia Department of Archives, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 
^Flanders, op. cit., pp. 172-73* 
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case, however, it was recognized that these unions were at the pleasure 
of the master who had the right to sell either or both or to marry them 
to someone else if he chose* 
A similar wide range of practices could be found with regard to 
the respect accorded the mother-child relationship. As county court¬ 
house records show, more than one slave holder had the policy of selling 
newborn infants, providing only that they should be fed for one year on 
their own mother's milk and that in case of death before that time the 
money would be refunded. On the other hand there is equally good evi¬ 
dence that other masters showed more consideration for the natural 
emotional bonds between mother and child.1 
Owners of slaves almost always sought to convey the impression that 
their human chattel was docile, tractable, and happy* This effort became 
a part of their defense of the institution, and they went to the extreme 
in this representation. Frequently, also, the antislavery forces con¬ 
tended that the slaves were easily controlled and that was the explanation 
for their exploitation by their owners. Each group in its own way, there¬ 
fore, was inclined to overstate the case and to refuse to make a realistic 
appraisal of the slave's true reaction to his status as slave.^ Chances 
are, that the majority of Negroes seemed to submit to their bondage proves 
neither their special fitness for it nor their contentment with it. It 
simply proves that men can be enslaved when they are kept illiterate, when 
^-Frazier, op* cit., pp. 14t-l|8. 
2John Hope Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom; A History of American 
Negroes (New York, 19U8), p. 201+. 
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communication is restricted, and when the instruments of violence are 
monopolized by the state and the master class. 
To be sure, there were plenty of opportunists among the Negroes who 
played the role assigned to them, acted the clown, and curried the favor 
of their masters in order to win the maximum rewards within the system, 
sometimes even at the expense of their fellow slaves. There were others 
who, in the very human search for personal recognition within their 
limited social orbit, salvaged what prestige they could from the high 
sales prices attached to them, or from the social status of their 
masters.Nor is it necessary to deny that many slaves sang and danced, 
enjoyed their holidays, and were adaptable enough to find a measure of 
happiness in their daily lives. It is enough to note that all of this 
proves nothing, except that it is altogether likely that Negroes behaved 
much as people of other races would have behaved under similar circum¬ 
stances. However, any true understanding of his reaction to his slave 
status must be approached with the realization that the Negro at times 
was possessed of a dual personality: he was one person at one time 
and quite a different person at another time. 
A slave was a tremendous economic investment and it was against 
the owner's best interest to abuse him. It was to his advantage to 
secure adequate food and proper care for his slaves. At times it became 
necessary to chastise a slave. Flogging was the usual form of punish¬ 
ment since imprisonment would have meant the loss of their labor, and 
reduced allowances of food would have cut down on his ability to work. 
•^Gray, op. cit., I, 89. 
2U 
In accord with state law, no slave was permitted to be out of the house 
or planation of his master, without some white person in company with 
such slave.-*- If a slave was out of place, it was lawful for any white 
person to pursue, apprehend, and moderately correct such slave. Another 
slave law, forbade the killing or maiming of a slave or person of color. 
Those accused of such acts were tried on the same footing of criminality 
as the killing or maiming of a white person.2 The local newspaper, The 
Tri-Weekly Courier, carried the following sentences of three white 
foremen, found guilty under the above law* 
1. William Remshant, foreman, for involuntary manslaughter, 
in causing the death of a slave by excessive and cruel punish¬ 
ment, fined $800 and costs, and imprisonment in the County jail 
for thirty days. 
2. A. E. Jones, foreman, for maltreating and maiming a 
slave, fined $150 and costs and imprisoned in the county jail 
for thirty days. 
3. Michael McGriel, foreman, for whipping and wounding 
a Negro, fined $25 and cost.3 
Harry Johnson, Jr., Ordinary and Probate Judge made the following 
assumptions in regards to a lack of information concerning the follow¬ 
ing* 
1. There is no available information to support an idea 
that there might have been any runaway slaves during the period 
under study. The only local newspaper, The Tri-Weekly Courier, 
had no advertisements of such cases. 
2. The Slave Code laws governing the Negroes, slave and 
free, were primarily enforced by the plantation owners, small- 
^Howell Cobb, A Compilation of the General and Public Status of the 
State of Georgia to l8f>9 (New York, 1859), p. 132. 
2Ibid., p. 133. 
^The Tri-Weekly Courier (Rome), February 12, 1852. 
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slave owners, guardians of the free Negro and the county sheriff. 
Therefore information concerning local ordinances are not available. 
3. Finally, many sources of information, could have been 
destroyed in the court house during the 1830's.^ 
Many laws regulating slaves were not strictly enforced. Frequently 
laws which prohibited slaves from being hired out, or taught to read 
and write were violated. According to state law, any person who taught 
or caused any slave to be taught how to read and write, or should employ 
any slave as a scribe in any manner of writing whatsoever, was to pay 
the sura of twenty pounds sterling for every offense.^ 
There were two periods to which slaves could look as periods of 
recreation and relaxation: the summer lay-by and Christmas. At the end 
of the cultivation period, there was a considerable reduction of duties, 
which gave slaves an opportunity either to work for themselves or to 
engage in some kind of recreation. The Christmas season brought a com¬ 
plete suspension of work, except the bare essentials such as cooking 
and washing, and for one week both town and plantation slaves had a 
period of merrymaking. 
Slaves attended the master’s church on the plantation. In many 
instances the master would conduct the religious services or hire a 
local white minister to attend the spiritual needs of his slaves. 
Since slaves represented perishable property their health was of 
constant attention, and the owners attempted to take as good care of 
^Personal interview with Harry Johnson, Jr., Ordinary and Probate 
Judge, Floyd County, Georgia. April 25, 1966. 
^Oliver H. Prince, Digest of Laws of the State of Georgia (Athens, 
1837), p. 785. 
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slaves as possible. Often the services of the owner's wife was used 
in looking after slaves. She administered home cures and patent medi¬ 
cine whenever the need arose. The various doctors in Floyd County also 
attended the slaves upon owners request. 
Slave cabins were located some distance from the planter's house. 
They were constructed so as to face the planter's house in rows. This 
arrangement made inspection easier and was considered to be more sani¬ 
tary. In most cases the cabins were made out of logs or boards and in 
rare instances bricks were used. They were simply furnished and their 
quality could aid one in interpreting the attitude of the owner toward 
his slaves land. 
In Floyd County, as throughout the South, the number of slaves a 
man owned determined his economic and social position. The following 
table breaks down slave ownership in Floyd County for 1850 and i860. 
TABLE 12 
SLAVE OWNERSHIP IN FLOYD COUNTY, 1850-1860» 
NUMBER OF SLAVES OWNERS, 1850 OWNERS, i860 
1 50 7k 
2 33 kl 
3 29 52 
k 27 30 
5 30 29 
6 21 23 
7 2k 30 
8 13 28 
9 15 15 
10 - 15 57 78 
15 - 20 22 kk 
20 - 30 20 37 
30 - ho 2 23 
1+0 - 5o 3 10 
5o - 70 1 k 
70 -100 0 5 
Over 100 1 1 
aSlave Census for 1850 and i860. MSS. At the Georgia 
Department of Archives and History, Atlanta. 
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In 1850 there were forty-nine persons who owned twenty or more 
slaves. By i860 the number had increased to one hundred and twenty- 
four. Out of a white population of 5*202 in 1850, one out of every 
nine or 3U8 owned slaves. In i860 there were 9,26? and of this number, 
one out of every eleven or 530 owned slaves. Most of the slaveowners 
in the county owned less than ten slaves. In comparison this was also 
true of Georgia and other Southern Counties. 
In I860, the leading planters of Floyd County included N. Bafs 
who owned one hundred and twenty-five slaves. Bafs was the largest 
slaves owner in the county, as indicated by the Censuses of 1850 and i860 
respectively. The cash value of his farm totaled $72,005. Bafs had a 
total acreage of 2,313 acres of improved land and 6,220 acres unimproved. 
William Montgomery had sixty-seven slaves who cared for 500 acres of 
improved land and 1,200 acres of unimproved land. His farm was valued 
at $18,000. E. W. Harris had seventy-seven slaves who tended l60 acres 
of improved land and 370 acres of unimproved land. His farm was valued 
at $10,000.1 
Finally, was slavery really a profitable institution? Although 
Thomas R. Dew and some other proslavery writers argued that it was, 
some historians doubted that it was profitable. However, there has 
been a persistent tendency, dating back to ante-bellum times, to mini¬ 
mize the question of profits and to emphasize other factors. The 
writer must agree with others who believed that slavery was unprofitable 
•^Agricultural Census 1850-1860. MSS. At the Georgia Department 
of Archives and History, Atlanta. 
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for most slaveholders, and maybe it was the race question or the master's 
feeling of responsibility for the Negroes that explained the preservation 
of the institution. This was also the conclusion of Professors Conrad 
and Meyers who believed that except on the rich and fresh lands of the 
Southwest, slavery had nearly ceased to be profitable by 1860.^ 
^Conrad and Meyers, op. cit., p. 130 
CHAPTER IV 
THE FREE NEGRO 
Prior to the Civil War the social structure of Georgia was divided 
into divisions: whites, who were freej and Negroes, who were slaves. 
However, there was another class of people who lay outside, yet they 
were part of the social structure. This class was referred to as the 
"free Negro". 
The free Negro was the object of a considerable portion of the 
legislation enacted in the state of Georgia before the Civil War. Some 
of the laws, which affected him, included also Negro slaves. There is, 
however, a large number of laws which singled out this free man of 
color. Many southerners believed that it was enough to have two races 
to govern, without having one of these divided into distinct classes. 
But if the free colored man was already here, the best that could be 
done was to curtail his freedom and limit considerably his Civil Rights.^" 
Enjoying legal freedom only, free Negroes were considered to be a 
source of potential danger to the system of slavery. However, "they 
understood that liberty was not to be equated with equality and that 
any lapse would invite retribution, swift and sure.*^ According to 
%. McDowell Rogers, "Free legislation in Georgia Before 1865," 
Georgia Historical Quarterly, XVI (March, 1932), 27. 
^Edward F. Sweat, "Social Status of the Free Negro in Ante-bellum 
Georgia", Negro History Bulletin, XXI (March, 1958), 129. 
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John Hope Franklin, "the existence of a large group of free Negroes 
proved to be a source of constant embarrassment to the slaveholders, 
for it tended to undermine the very foundation on which slavery was 
built.1»1 
As early as 1793, the state had a law requiring all free Negroes 
and mulattoes, who came into the state, to register within thirty days 
of their arrival.2 Within six months, each of these persons was 
required to procure from two or more magistrates, a certificate of his 
honesty and industry. Should he fail to get such a certificate of his 
honesty, he was to be committed to jail for a term of not over three 
months, or until he could get two freeholders to give security for his 
jail fees and for his future industrious and honest character. A law 
passed December l£, 1810, required all free Negroes arriving in the 
state to register within ten days of their arrival.3 Laws such as 
these hindered the growth of the free Negro population through immigration. 
In registering, a free Negro was required to give information con¬ 
cerning his occupation, place of birth and residence, a physical descrip¬ 
tion, the place where he came from, his reason for coming to the state, 
and the name of the person who might employ him. Persons who failed to 
register had to pay a fine of thirty dollars, half of which was given to 
the person reporting the failure of registration. If he was unable to 
1Franklin, op. cit., p. 213. 
^Horatio Marbury and William H. Crawford (eds.), A Digest of the 
Laws of the State of Georgia, 1755 to 1800 (Savannah, l8o2), p. W*2. ' 
3Augustus S. Clayton (ed.), A Compilation of the Laws of the State 
of Georgia, 1800 to 1810 (Augusta, l8l2), p. h55. 
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pay the fine, he was committed to jail, and if the fine had not been 
paid at the end of six months, he was hired out until such time that 
the fine was paid. 
After I8l8, the state made it compulsory for all free Negroes who 
were already in the state to register once a year in the county where 
they lived.Application was made to the Clerk of the Inferior Court, 
who was to register in a book name, age, occupation and any other per¬ 
tinent information required of the applicant. After a certain date, 
the clerk was required to publish a list of such applicants, and persons 
who objected to anyone on the list, were to state their objections in 
writing. The local Justices of the Peace had to pass on these objections 
before a Certificate of registration could be issued to the objected 
free Negro. A free Negro who failed to register, or who was refused the 
right to register, was supposed to be a slave and had to prove his free- 
p 
dom in court or be sold as a slave. Such was the case of William Hamraar 
Barrell, of Floyd County, a free person of color, who had to present his 
certificate of freedom in court* 
May 8th, 1851 
Ordered by the Court that a Certificate of Equity here and 
the Same is hereby granted unto Wm Hammar Barrell, a free man 
of color, upon the evidence produced into court of his being a free 
man of color.3 
^Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus Lamar (ed.), A Compilation of the Laws 
of the State of Georgia, 1800-1819 (Augusta, l82l) pp. 813-81U. 
^Prince, op. cit., p. 799* 
^Floyd County, Minutes of the Inferior Court, Vol. A, 181*1-1857» 
p. 125. Record on file at the Floyd County Courthouse, Rome. 
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The controls which the state and local communities exercised over 
the free Negro mounted year by year. He was not considered capable of 
transacting business or committing himself to affairs of a legal nature. 
Therefore, the law of 1810 required that a white resident of the county 
wherein the free Negro resided serve as guardian. Free Negroes sub¬ 
mitted applications to Judges of the Superior Court or Justices of the 
Inferior Court at any regular term of the court, in which they requested 
that a certain person serve as their guardian or have one appointed. 
The guardian was to give the court security for proper management.-*- 
For example, upon the petition of Wm A. Barrett, May $, l8£l, a 
free man of color, Daniel S. Printup was appointed guardian by com- 
plying with the Exquisition of the Law. In a similar case on March l£, 
Milton H. Haynie was appointed guardian for Wm Chub, a free man 
of color*3 
There were cases coming before the Superior Court whereby guardians 
of free persons of color petitioned to be released from such guardian¬ 
ships. Thomas C. Hackett, in November of 18^0, petitioned the court for 
release of guardianship of Hugh Lewis, a free person of color, because 
he no longer desired to serve as said guardian. 
In appearing to the Court that Thomas C. Hackett who is 
guardian for Hugh Lewis, a free person of color desires to 
resign his appointment as such and having obtained lessor or 
^Prince, op. cit., p. 78?. 
^Floyd County, Minutes of’ the Inferior Court (1851), Volume A, 
pp. 10-6. 
3Ibld., p. 181*. 
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the content of the Inferior Court of Said County to resign 
Such guardianship* It is therefore ordered that the Said 
Thomas C. Hackett be and hereby discharged from the guardian¬ 
ship of the Said Hugh Lewis a free person of color 
In another case John A. Johnson who had been appointed guardian 
of John Fielding in 1855 petitioned the court in November, 1856 for 
release of said guardianship because John Fielding had removed from 
the county. 
To the Honorable The Inferior Court of Said County. The 
petition of John A. Johnson of Said County Respectfully here¬ 
with that some time in the year 1855 he was appointed by your 
Honor guardian for John Fielding a free man of color and that 
Said John Fielding has Removed from this jurisdiction so that 
your petitioner cannot controll him. And therefore prays your 
Honor to discharge him your petitioner from said guardianship 
by passing the following order and your petitioner is duty 
bound will ever pray. John A. Johnson 
Upon hearing the above petition it is ordered by the court 
that John A. Johnson be and he is hereby discharged from the 
Guardianship of John Fielding a free person of color and that 
this order be entered on minutes of court.  2 
In 1850 Alford B. Coulter was appointed guardian to William Hikombottom, 
a free person of color, however, he resigned in 1857 and John McGregory 
was appointed in his place. No reason was given for Alford B. Coulter^ 
resignation. 
Upon the petition of William Hikombottom a free man of color, 
it is ordered by the court that Alford B. Coulter be and he is 
hereby appointed guardian to the person and property of the Said 
William Hikombottom by his complying with the Requisition of the 
Law.3 
Ordered by the Court that John McGregory here and he is 
hereby appointed guardian of William Hikombottom a free man 
1Ibid., (1850), p. 91. 
2Ibid., (1856), p. 238. 
3lbid., (1850), p. 73. 
3U 
of color In place of Alford B. Coulter, his former guardian 
Resigned*^ 
In 18^7, Gilbert Cone petitioned the court for Rossetta, the two year 
old daughter of Sarah Lewis, a free person of color. The case indi¬ 
cates that the county was going to take Rossetta from Sarah and make 
her chargeable to the county. One would assume that Sarah Lewis asked 
Cone to petition for her child. 
To the Honorable the Inferior Court the petition of Gilbert 
Cone herewith that a free Negro child, two years old is likely 
to be chargable /sic7 upon the County and he pray that the Said 
child named Rossetta daughter of Sarah Lewis a free person of 
color may be bound by this Court to your petitioner. Gilbert Cone. 
Ordered by the court that the Said child Rossetta be 
delivered to Said Gilbert Cone upon Said Cone giving bond and 
Security to the Justice of the Inferior Court and their office 
conditioned to cloth free and give such medical attention as 
said child may need until she arrives at the full term of twenty 
one years of age and in consideration of the tender age of said 
child, ordered that the Said Gilbert Cone be entitled to the 
Services and labor of said child Rossetta until she arrives at 
the full age of twenty one years of age and this order be 
entered on the Minutes of our County.* 
There were never a large percentage of free Negroes in Floyd County. 
In 18U0 there were five free Negroes in the county; in 1850, four; and 
in i860, out of a Negro population of 5,926, there were thirteen.^ 
The various changes in the free Negro population in Floyd County 
during the period between 131|0 and i860 probably reflect state laws and 
local attitudes which attempted to discourage the growth of the free 
1Ibld„ (1857), p. 109. 
2Ibid., (1851), p. 107. 
^Based on U. S. Census Returns 181*0-1860. At the Georgia Department 
of Archives and History, Atlanta. 
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Negro population. Immigration, death, and reduction to the status of 
a slave might have been reasons for small numbers of free Negroes. 
However, there are no records to validate these assumptions. 
In 1853, the Inferior Courts were given the power to bind out all 
free Negroes between the ages of five and twenty-one, “upon the evidence 
of two or more respectable persons" that the Negroes were not being 
reared in a proper manner.^ In 1859, one Jesse Owens, an orphan, was 
bound for five years to learn the Rules and Art of a farmer. N, N. Woods 
paid $1,000. Julia Webster was bound over for $100.00 the same year, 
to be taught the art of a housegirl—six years or until eighteen. 
R, Webster paid the bounding fee.^ 
Many Georgia laws were passed from time to time in an attempt to 
restrict the civil liberties of the free Negro. They were not permitted 
to own, use, or carry firearms. They were not allowed to read and write. 
Slaves nor free Negroes were permitted to dispense medicines, set type, 
or make contracts for building or repairing buildings. In order to 
preach before congregations of their own color where more than seven 
persons were present, it was necessary for a slave or free Negro to get 
a license.^ This license had to be issued by the local Justice of the 
Peace and had to contain a certificate of the applicant's good character 
^Acts of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, 1853-5U, 
Section 51*, pp. 105-06. 
^Floyd County, Minutes of the Inferior Court (1859)* Vol. C, p. 209. 
3Ibid., (1859), p. 209. 
^Prince, op. cit., pp. 8o8, 171, 268, 175, U9. 
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and ability to teach the gospel and had to be signed by three ordained 
ministers of the applicant's own order, who were residents of the com¬ 
munity or vicinity. Because of his good character and ability as 
witnessed by three white ordained ministers, on September 10, 1850, 
Martin, a free Negro, was granted such a leave to be a preacher in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in terms of the law.^ 
Free Negroes were subject to taxation of their property just as 
white property owners. In addition, they were liable for a poll or 
head tax. This tax was fixed by Georgia law, in 1785, at one pound, 
one shilling, and nine pence. By a series of eight acts passed within 
the next fourteen years, this tax was gradually lowered until in 1799 
it was put at thirty-one and one fourth cents for those between the ages 
of twenty-one and sixty.^ The value of real estate holdings is another 
index to the economic well-being, or lack of it, of free Negroes. In 
Floyd County, in 1852, free Negroes had an aggregate value of $9,783.50 
in property.^* For the same year they owned more than six hundred and 
eighty acres of farm land valued at $U,690.00.^ There were instances 
in which two free Negroes had an economic interest in the institution 
of slavery and held slaves in order to improve their economic status. 
^Floyd County, Inferior Court Minutes (1850), Vol. A, p. 70. 
p 
Marbury and Crawford, op. cit., p. U5U. 
3Ibid., p. 532. 
^Floyd County, Tax Digest, (1852) p. 21. Record on file at the 
Floyd County Courthouse, Rome, 
*Ibld„ p. 21. 
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This was true of Wiley Bobo and W. M. McCrover who had one and five 
slaves respectively. The aggregate value of their slaves was $1*50.00 
and $2,1*50.00 respectively.^- 
Following is the Tax-Digest of Floyd County for the year 1852 which 
will reflect the taxable holdings of free Negroes and poll tax payments. 
*Ibid., p. 21 
TABLE 13 







District hire their time 
Real Estate-Land 
1st Quality 







1. William Barrett 
(D.L. Printup, Gdn) 1 Rome 0 0 0 0 
2. Sam Scott 
(J.D. McNair, Gdn) 1 Rome 0 0 0 0 
3. Andrew Porter 
(W.D. Burns, Gdn) Ware 
it. William Montgomery 
Agent for Peter Boyle Chooleo 
a. William Tyler 1 Rome 0 0 0 0 
b. Wiley Bobo 1 Rome 11*0 li|0 $2,500 1 
c. W.M. McCrover 1 Rome 1*0 0 1*0.00 5 
d. William Dooley 1 Rome 80 1*00.00 0 
e. William Dollar 1 Rome 0 l*o 200.00 0 
f. W. W. Barker 1 0 0 0 
g. W. C. Howard 1 Rome 120 120 1,100.00 0 
h. William Morris 1 Rome 0 6 0 0 
i. W. W. Woodruff 1 Rome 
j. William R. Pyle 1 Rome 0 0 0 0 
5. John Fielding 
(J. A. Johnson, Gdn) 1 Etowah 0 0 0 0 
6. Jobe Rogers 
Guardian For 
a. Sidney Johnson Chooleo 1 0 0 0 0 
b. Jesse Copeland Chooleo 1 0 0 0 0 
c. James Potts Chooleo 1 18 0 lt5o.oo 0 
TOTAL 13 3 3Ï8 3ÜÔ $1*, 690.00 6 
aFloyd County, "Tax Digest," (1852), p. 21. Record on file at the Floyd County Courthouse, Rome. 
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1. William Barrett 
(D. L. Printup, Gdn) 0 0 0 0 $ 5.00 Floyd 
2. Sam Scott 
(J.D. McNair, Gdn) 0 0 0 0 5.00 Floyd 
3. Andrew Porter 
(W.D. Burns, Gdn) . Floyd 
1*. William Montgomery 
Agent far Peter Boyle 
a. William Tyler 0 0 0 0 0 .Floyd 
b. Wiley Bobo $ l;5o.oo $100.00 $261.00 $2,861.00 25.00 Floyd 
c. W.M. McCrover 2,1*50.00 672.50 300.00 3,1*62.50 25.00 Floyd 
d. William Dooley 0 0 150.00 550.00 25.00 Floyd 
e. William Dollar 0 0 100.00 300.00 25.00 Floyd 
f. W.W. Barker 0 0 0 0 25.00 Floyd 
g. W.C. Howard 









i. W.W. Woodruff i * 200.00 100.00 300.00 25.00 Floyd 
j. William R. Pyle 0 0 170.00 170.00 25.00 , Floyd 
5. John Fielding 
(J.A. Johnson, Gdn) 0 0 0 0 0 Floyd 
6. Jobe Rogers 
Guardian For 
a. Sidney Johnson 0 0 0 0 25.00 Floyd 
b. Jesse Copeland 0 0 0 0 25.00 Floyd 
c. James Potts 0 0 15.00 915.00 25.00 Floyd 
TOTAL $2,900 $972.50 $1,221.00 $9,783.50 $300.00 
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The various criminal codes of the state did not distinguish between 
crimes committed by free Negroes and those committed by slaves, and 
there was no difference shown in the manner of holding their trials* An 
Act of December 2k, 1821, lists the following as capital crimes for 
which punishment is death; insurrection, or attempt to incite itj rape, 
or attempted rape on white females; murder of a free white; murder of a 
slave or free person of color; or poisoning of a human being*'*' By the 
same act, the Court had power to decide whether punishment should be 
death or some other punishment for these crimes: assault with intent 
to murder a white person; maiming of a free white; burglary, or arson 
of any description; attempt to poison a human being. 
A special mode of trial for slaves and free Negroes was begun in 
o 
1811. This differed from the method of trial for whites in that the 
Justices of the Peace before whom a Negro was tried, were required, in 
case the crime was a felony, to notify in writing one of the Justices 
of the Inferior Court, who in turn, must notify the other Justices and 
the sheriff to appear on a certain day to try the case. As in trials 
of whites, the sheriff summoned a jury of white men, and the trial pro¬ 
ceeded in the same way. In 18^0, it was required that slaves and free 
Negroes, accused of capital crimes, be tried in the Superior Court.3 
Although these were primarily state laws, Harry Johnson Jr., Ordinary 
and Probate Judge, informed the writer that state laws were applicable 
■^Prince, op. clt., p. 799. 
*Laraar, op. cit., pp. 8llt-l!>. 
3Ibid., p. 371. 
ko 
throughout the state.^ 
The local newspaper and other materials did not carry accounts of 
the social activities of the free Negro in Floyd County. However, it 
is likely that his pleasures came from the rather simple experiences of 
visiting other free Negroes, as long as he did not violate any laws. 
^•Personal interview with Harry Johnson, Jr., Ordinary and Probate 
Judge, Floyd County* Georgia. April 2$, 1966. 
CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION 
Life in Floyd County, during the period between 181*0 and i860 
differed little from other counties in the state of Georgia. The general 
attitude of the whites in the county can be described as proslavery, like 
other people of the South. They looked upon Negro slaves as being a 
necessity in the production of the staple crops. 
The Negro had no civil rights which the white nan was bound to 
respect. He was denied the right to travel, assembly, and was controlled 
by a different set of laws. 
The absence of any slave insurrections in the county does not 
necessarily mean contentment on the part of the slaves, it might suggest 
that there was no excessive mistreatment. 
The free Negro in Floyd County was never a large percentage of the 
population. However, they were nominal slaves in the context of the 
law which denied full exercise of their civil rights. 
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